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Bulletin Wire Services 

Washington — The House Assassi- 
nation Committee, in danger of last- 
ing only one more week, has approve^ 
a sharply reduced budget in hopes tjhe 
House will let it continue to in- 
vestigate the deaths of President Jq|S;" 
F. Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Maijiir 
Luther King Jr. 

After approving the budget, the 
panel met in private to hear from its. 
investigators on Tuesday’s prison In- 
terview with James Earl Ray, who is 
serving 99 years for killing civil rights 
leader King in 1968. 

Rep.. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), the 
committee chairman, told reporters 
no public report can yet be made on 
the “very lengthy” interview the in- 
vestigators had with Ray. He said 
they plan to talk to him again. 

Jack Kershaw, Ray’s latest lawyer, 
had said Ray didn’t provide any “sur- 
prise information.” 

The committee settled on a one-year 
budget of $2.8 million — $3.7 million 
below the $6.5-mi!lion request com- 
mittee counsel Richard A. Sprague 
made last December. 

The budget approved by the com- 
mittee would have its staff, now 73 
persons, increased to 115 by July. 
Sprague originally requested a staff of 
y 170. Nearly $2 million would go for sal- 
' aries, the highest being Sprague’s at 
$39,600. 

“1 think we can get the job done,” 
Sprague said yesterday. His original 
request touched off opposition from 
congressmen who considered the 
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probes a waste of time and money. 

The House agreed in January to 
keep the special committee alive until 
March 31. It will decide next week 
whether to extend its life past that 
date. 

One committee member, Rep. 
Charles Thone (R-Neb), noted that the 
committee had been criticized for 
“plowing over old ground” in probing 
itturders that occurred nine and 14 
years ago. 

Working with a reduced budget and 


staff, Thone asked Sprague, “Can we 
do this thoughtful, careful profes- 
sional job we all agreed has to be done 
or better call it quits right now?” 

The job can be done, Sprague, -for- 
mer Philadelphia first assistant dis- 
trict attorney, replied. But “it will 
take a longer time with fewer 
people.” | 

How long? I 

“Within the two years of this Con- 1 
gress,” Sprague said, “We will have 
to see.” 

Two proposals must each clear two 
hurdles for the probes to continue. A 
proposal to keep the committee alive 
must be approved first by the House 
Rules Committee,* then by the full 
House. The committee's budget must 
get through the House Administration 
Committee and then the House. 

Heavy opposition is expected 
against both proposals, although 
Speaker Thomas O'Neill (D-Mass) 
has said he wanted the investigations 
confirmed. 

Mrs. Mary Baird, 44, of Louisville, 
Ky., may have provided information 
to spark House interest. 

Mrs. Baird confirmed yesterday 
that her husband told Rep. Gene Sny- 
der (R-Ky) of an alleged plot to as- 
sassinate Dr. King. 

Mrs. Baird said her husband, Clif- 
ton, 50, a retired Louisville policeman, 
told Snyder of an alleged plot in- 
volving Louisville police officers and 
FBI agents 

Snyder said last week a man told 
him he had been offered $500,000 on 
two occasions to kill King. He declined 
to name the man. however. 

In Washington, a committee spokes- 
man declined comment on Mrs. 
Baird’s statements or identification of 
her husband as the man who con- 
tacted Snyder. 

Snyder, who still refuses to confirm 
that Baird is the man who told him of 
the alleged plot. Said he received a 
letter about the allegation late in Feb- 
ruary. 

The $500,000 offer allegedly was 
made two or three years before King 
was killed, according to an “informed 
source” quoted by The Kentucky Post, 
which first identified Baird as the 
man who wrote to Snyder, 

Baird told his wife “he was offered 
$500,000 to kill” King and “he didn’t 
appreciate it,” Mrs. Baird said. 



